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USDF Statement on Animal Welfare

The United Siates [ Federation, Inc, (LISDF), a federstson of over | 30 independent organizaiions throaghout the
Uniied Staies with over 31,060 members, supporis the concept of ethical treximent of animals,

[iressage is a long-established classical methed of training horses, based upon the nature and structare of the-horse-camed o
in & gradual, planned program, The horse’s athletic abilities ane improved in p systematic manner, As a the horse
hecomes capable, comforiahle and responsive in parmership with the rider withowt the wse of force. Pl
varions kevels of achievement is the ultimate test of the training program to debermi her the-

hrse amdd rider has been achieved. il

The rukes pertaining o dressage competition prohibit the use of detnimental appliances; traininga
force the horse 10 submit. [nsiead, the emphasis is wpon tmining amd a cooperative parinership
ticms are carefully manitored o assure that there is o unmecessary force or harshmess displayed.

Unlike other horse sports in which horses enter raining at a relstively immature slabe, dressagels
bezgum undil the borse is three or fowr. The top levels of achievement requare ive or more vears Sp
nat umssal 1o see horses in inemational competition in therr ke leens. This, in dsell, places a phe
sounidniss throughoul the horse's life.

While supporting the concept of animal welfare in dis brosdest form, the Unived States Dressage Fe
s that ol s unrealistic W ascribs human emobions and nespoiscs o he hosse wikich i its wild s
liwing a hard snd precarious existence. Under domestication, the borse is assuned of ample food, waben)
put-.]uinu against infectious diseases and damaging parasites, thus leading & bonger and healthier life §
viwal,

As an educational organization, LSDF has numervus programs thai teach people how to purswe the 3
methods. A program of certifying instnactors also emphasizes prgecting the horse's welfare in purswit d
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